
Grass Identification Workshop  Summer 2021 

John Day, Oregon 

Date: July 20-22  

Location: various field sites near John Day, Oregon  
We will focus on field identification of grasses, both vegetative and flowering. Students 
are expected to study the introductory material on the grassesandmore website, either 
for review for experienced botanists or for beginners to learn the basic terminology and 
morphology of grasses. 
  
Price:  
$335 including the textbook (Field Guide to the Grasses of Oregon and Washington) 
$300 without the textbook (the book is required, but students may bring their own copy) 
Add $10 when paying by credit card or paypal 
  
Limit: 20 students 

 
While on the field trips, we will meet all state mandates concerning COVID-19 at the 
time. I hope that we will be able to carpool by late July. I have a portable PA system so 
that students do not need to cluster closely to hear the instruction. 
 
Registration: 
For inquiries, email grassesandmore@gmail.com 
The registration form is on the website: https://grassesandmore.wixsite.com/grasses 

  
The workshop will be taught by Dr. Cindy Roché, one of the five authors of the Field 
Guide to Grasses of Oregon and Washington, which will be used as the text book for 
the workshop.  
 
The workshop includes review of grass morphology and terms, practice keying in the 
field using a hand lens with fresh grass specimens. Recent taxonomic name changes 
will be encountered. We will work with as wide a range of grass genera as possible in 
the area, including common and rare, as well as native and introduced species 
(including noxious weeds). We will also explore ways to identify the grasses by 
vegetative characters. The later date will allow us to include fresh material of higher 
elevation species as well as warm season grasses at the lower elevations. Our 
textbook, the Field Guide to Grasses of Oregon and Washington, was published in 2019 
by OSU Press. The Field Guide is the culmination of 16 years of work with the Carex 
Working Group in photographing, mapping, and developing keys for all Poaceae 
species growing outside cultivation in Oregon and Washington. 
 It may be purchased with the course or at local bookstores, on the OSU Press website 
(https://osupress.oregonstate.edu/book/field-guide-to-grasses-of-oregon-and-
washington), at Barnes and Noble, or Amazon books.  
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This workshop is useful to anyone who needs (or wants) to be able to identify the 
components of the environment that belong to the grass family (dryland and wetland 
ecologists, wildlife biologists, weed specialists, farmers, range conservationists, and 
anyone with a curiosity about the world around them). It can be a refresher for long-past 
education or a start for beginners. Workshop participants should have basic plant 
identification skills, willingness to learn to perceive small features and patience for using 
keys featuring minor or overlapping differences. 
   
 Dr. Roché has been working with grasses for over 40 years, starting as a range 
conservationist with the Forest Service in northeastern Washington. She completed an 
MS in range ecology at Washington State University in 1987, and a PhD in Plant 
Science at the University of Idaho in 1996. After moving to Oregon, she worked as an 
illustrator for the grass volumes for the Flora of North America, and as a field botany 
contractor for the BLM and Forest Service at Medford. Five years ago, she moved back 
to the east side of the Cascades, where she has gained a deeper appreciation for the 
dry-side grasses.  
 

Plan to Bring:  
1. copy of the Field Guide to Grasses of Oregon and Washington (available for 

purchase with registration) 

2. a hand lens, small ruler, dissecting tools, small notebook and tape for attaching 
samples in the notebook. A day pack or vest with lots of pockets can be useful to 
avoid losing tools. 

3. snacks, lunch, water, sun protection (including a hat), and sturdy shoes or boots. 
4. Something to sit on, such as a small portable camp chair or stool, a blanket, or a 

piece of closed cell foam. Some students have brought a 5-gallon bucket to turn 
upside down and sit on. This is optional, but following a key in a book while 
holding a grass sample and hand lens is much easier if one is sitting and can lay 
some of the the items down part of the time.   

5. your own fresh or dried grass specimens for identification. We will furnish plenty 
of material for the class, but if you have something you want to identify, please 
bring it. 

6. your own vehicle. Routes will not require high clearance and 4WD; passenger 
vehicles are ok, although some roads may be dusty.  

  

 

 


